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AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE IN 
CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS, 1941-42 


WALTER E. MORGAN, Assistant Superintendent of Public Instruction; and Chief, 
Division of Research and Statistics 

Increases in the total average daily attendance of the public schools 
of California were shown by annual reports of average daily attendance 
submitted by county superintendents of schools for the school year 1941- 
42. The net increase over 1940-41 in elementary and secondary schools, 
exclusive of kindergartens, was 9,143 average daily attendance. This 
net increase was due entirely to increases in elementary grades and in 
special day and evening classes and evening schools of secondary grade. 
The average daily attendance in regular day classes of high schools 
decreased 11,530 units, while the loss in regular day classes of both non- 
district and district junior colleges totaled 6,276 units of average daily 
attendance. 


Table 1 gives complete data showing total average daily attendance 
by school levels, and the amount and percentage of increase or decrease 


on each level, for each of the counties of the state and for the state as 
a whole. 

Decreases in average daily attendance in regular day classes of 
secondary schools probably were almost entirely due to withdrawals of 
young persons to enter employment in war production industries or to 
enter military or civilian defense service. Some of those withdrawing 
from regular classes to enter employment in the war production indus- 
tries were under 18 years of age. Average daily attendance in com- 
pulsory continuation education classes for minors 16 to 18 years of age 
who are not high school graduates increased as a result from 1,851 in 
1940-41 to 1,937 in 1941-42. Many of those withdrawing from regular 
day classes re-enrolled in special vocational defense training classes. 

The great bulk of the increases in average daily attendance in 
special day and evening classes of day high schools and junior colleges 
and in evening high schools and evening junior colleges was caused by 
the rapidly expanded program of civilian and vocational training for 
the national defense. It has been estimated by the Division of Adult 
and Continuation Education that approximately 155,000 students previ- 
ously enrolled in other types of special classes transferred during the 
past year to various types of defense training classes in addition to the 
large number of new adults and young people enrolled in these classes 


during the year. 
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The data in Table 2 are state total average daily attendance figures 
for the past two school years, with increases and decreases, by school 
level and types of classes. 


TABLE 2 


TOTAL AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE FOR 1940-41 AND 1941-42, 
SHOWING INCREASES AND DECREASES, BY SCHOOL 


LEVELS AND TYPES OF CLASSES 
Average Daily Attendance | 
Increase Decrease 


Level or type of class 


1940-41 1941-42 
Amount Per cent Amount Per cent 


Elementary grades_....__----- 680,329 | 685,129 4,800 a nh 


High school grades:* 
Regular day classes-_-_-_-_----.- atStS oUt TOUG Ot |asncseccl occ sc cee 11,530 3.6 
Special day and evening 


classes and evening high 
<0 YC) (SaaS iy Eee eI 43,489 | 62,562 | 19,073 CE) tl Ce a | ee 


Total, high school classes__--| 361,996 | 369,539 7,543 jhe | ee ee, See 


Junior;college grades: 
Nondistrict junior colleges: 


Regular day classes_----__-- 11,512 OMG Sele 2a 2,344 20.4 
Special classes and evening 
junior colleges_....___--- 1,695 3,166 1,471 rT ONSS a (Saas 
Total, nondistrict junior 
RONBUOR Rion oe ee ae2Oe | Ae sae) ook oles ace 873 6.6 
District junior colleges: , 
Regular day classes_.-_-_-_--- 22AOUS || ASOS0 (ooo. accel ies ceo cd 3,932 17.2 
Special classes and evening 
junior colleges_._........-| 2,999 4,604 1,605 15°34 7) ee eee | Rees ae 
Total, district junior col- 
CSE Sey IE e. PA) CM Re Ac 7 Sl cr (a 2,327 9.0 
Totals, junior college grades: 
Regular day classes-. -- _ --- BEAg7 | 928-151 ue ol conc ek 6,276 18.2 
Special classes and evening 
junior colleges_...._._...-| 4,694 7,770 3,076 es |e ee ee 
Total, junior college grades i 3,200 8.2 


Totals, secondary grades: 
Regular day classes.____-___- 300934. | Sop 428 |. os<ceca|sccuncne 17,806 5.0 

Special day and_ evening 

classes and evening schools__} 48,183 | 70,332 | 22,149 AGCO M426 Sate at 


Total, secondary grades--| 401,117 | 405,460 4,343 (Ce: [ei | |e een oe 


Total, elementary and_ secon- 
dary grades. ......-..-<.5..<- 1,081,446 |1,090,589| 9,143 (Tats | See epenepe ete! [bepress ene 


* Including lower division of four-year junior colleges. 


DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICA TIONS—— 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 


WALTER F. DEXTER, Superintendent 


TIRE RATIONING REGULATIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS 


Effective April 21, 1942, certain amendments were made to the 
Tire Rationing Regulations. One of these amendments has to do with 
the transportation of pupils to and from school. 

School administrators are asked to refer to the excerpts from the 
Regulations published in the issue of California Schools for March, 
1942, pages 46 and following, and on page 46 immediately preceding 
the heading ‘‘Chapter V’’ insert the following material : 

(iii) Any vehicle having a capacity of less than 10 passengers shall be eligible 
under this paragraph only if such vehicle is licensed to transport school children or 
is operated for such purpose under a contract with the appropriate governmental 
agency. 

The effect of the amendment, in so far as its operation is concerned, 
is to permit the purchase of new tires and tubes for vehicles having a 
capacity of less than 10 and used exclusively for the transportation of 
pupils to and from school if the vehicle is operated under a contract 
with the governing board of a school district or a county superintendent 
of schools entered into under the laws of California. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ON WORK EXPERIENCE 


Because: of the interest developed recently in the place of work 
experience in the program of secondary schools, an interview schedule 
was developed by the California Joint Committee on Work Experience. 
The schedule, placed in the hands of secondary school administrators 
during the past school year, was designed to determine the extent, 
scope, and types of work experience incurred by students. It was also 
the intent of the Committee to consider ways and means of effective 
organization of work experience, including such practical questions as 
school supervision, schedules, learning situations provided by types of 
work in which students may participate, and the various legal aspects. 

Data on the survey schedules are now being tabulated, and sections 
of the schedule have been assigned to members of the Committee for 
interpretation and report. The results will be published early in the 
coming school year in the California Journal of Secondary Education. 


THE CALIFORNIA JUNIOR NAUTICAL RESERVE 


The California Junior Nautical Reserve, sponsored by The Ameri- 
can Legion, has been recently organized to enroll and train boys from 
fifteen to twenty years of age for later service in the Navy, Coast Guard, 
and Merchant Marine. Instruction will be provided in infantry drill, 
seamanship, signaling, and navigation. Hours for training will be 
scheduled after school and in the evening, and instructors will be sup- 
plied to a considerable extent by members of The American Legion. 
The Red Cross has indicated its intention of furnishing instruction in 
first aid and swimming. 

Certain school administrators in the southern part of the state, 
where the project originated, have indicated their willingness to estab- 
lish special day and evening classes, especially in seamaship and navi- 
gation, for boys in the Junior Nautical Reserve. Any boy who attends 
school may extend his training by enrolling in available classes in 
machine shop, electrical shop, radio, welding, and aviation ground 
school courses. 

To finance the program, it is proposed that boys furnish their own 
uniforms and pay small dues. It is expected that the project will be 
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made self-supporting in this manner and by the contribution of legion- 
naires to the instructional and managerial phases of the program. 

The California Junior Nautical Reserve differs from most pro- 
posals to provide preliminary training for war activities in that it asks 
for no special adjustments or courses in the regular school schedule. 
Activities are planned for after school and evening hours with a large 
part of the instruction carried on through voluntary effort. The 
organization has been endorsed by numerous educators, social workers, 
and military authorities. Further information may be secured by 
addressing the California Junior Nautical Reserve, 4189 West Second 
Street, Los Angeles. 


CALENDAR OF EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS 


During 1942-43 a calendar of educational meetings and confer- 
ences will be published from time to time in California Schools. In 
some cases, events may be mentioned before the place of meetings has 
been decided, but complete information will be given in subsequent 
issues. The following schedule of events is a list of certain of the meet- 
ings and conferences which take place during the school year 1942-43: 


Date Organization Place 
Oct. 12-14 Annual Conference of City, County, Yosemite National 
and District Superintendents of Park 


Schools 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE 
CURRENT PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Air-Conditioning Young America. Washington: Civil Aeronautics Administration, 
United States Department of Commerce, and the United States Office of Educa- 
tion, Federal Security Agency, May, 1942. 


America Builds a School System: A Short History of Education in the United States 
for Later Elementary and Junior High School Students. United States Office 
of Education Bulletin 1941, No. 12. Washington: Federal Security Agency, 1942. 


Educational Directory, 1941-42: Part I State and County School Officers. Wash- 
ington: United States Office of Education, Federal Security Agency, 1942. 


Helping the Foreign-born Achieve Citizenship: A Teacher’s Guide. Education and 
the National Defense Series Pamphlet No. 21. Washington: United States Office 
of Education, Federal Security Agency, 1942. 


Hitts, E. Justin. A Course in the Slide Rule and Logarithms. Los Angeles: 
Phillips and Shannon, 858 No. Vermont Avenue, 1942. 


General Aspects of Instruction: Learning, Teaching, and the Curriculum. Review 
of Educational Research, Vol. XII, No. 3, June, 1942. Washington: American 
Educational Research Association, a Department of the National Education 
Association of the United States. 


Licon, Moses Epwarpb. A History of Public Education in Kentucky: A Study of 
the Development and Control of Public Education Based Upon the Constitutional 
Provisions and the Legislative Acts of the General Assembly. Bulletin of the 
Bureau of School Service, Vol. XIV, No. 4, June, 1942. Lexington, Kentucky: 
College of Education, University of Kentucky. 
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Commission for Special Education 
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